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FAMOUS QUOTES ABOUT  
RIGHTS AND LIBERTY 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Inscribed on our hallowed LIBERTY BELL are these words: 

“Proclaim LIBERTY Throughout all the Land unto all the Inhabitants Thereof." 
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1 VIRTUE, MORALITY, CHARACTER AND THE SUPREME LAW. . . 

“A thing moderately good is not so good as it ought to be. Moderation in temper is always a virtue, but moderation in principle 
is always a vice.” 
[Thomas Paine,  The Rights of Man (1791)] 
 
"Most people prefer to believe that their leaders are just and fair, even in the face of evidence to the contrary, because once a 
citizen acknowledges that the government under which he lives is lying and corrupt, the citizen has to choose what he or she 
will do about it.  To take action in the face of corrupt government entails risks of harm to life and loved ones.  To choose to 
do nothing is to surrender one's self-image of standing for principles.  Most people do not have the courage to face that choice.  
Hence, most propaganda is not designed to fool the critical thinker but only to give moral cowards an excuse not to think at 
all." 
[Michael Rivero (1952 - ) Composer, production engineer] 
 
“It is not the critic who counts, not the man who points out how the strong man stumbled or where the doer of deeds could 
have done them better. The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena; whose face is marred by dust and sweat 
and blood; who strives valiantly; who errs and comes short again and again; who knows the great enthusiasms, the great 
devotions, and spends himself in a worthy cause; who, at best, knows the triumph of high achievement, and who, at the worst, 
if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who know neither 
victory nor defeat.” 
[Theodore Roosevelt, April 23, 1917] 
 
“By the blessing of God, may our country become a vast and splendid monument, not of oppression and terror, but of wisdom, 
of peace, and of liberty upon which the world may gaze with admiration forever.”   
[First Bunker Hill Oration, Daniel Webster [inscribed on a bronze plaque on the quarterdeck of the USS Bunker Hill, CG-
52] 
 
“[T]he [federal] government . . . can never be in danger of degenerating into a monarchy, and oligarchy, an aristocracy, or 
any other despotic or oppressive form so long as there shall remain any virtue in the body of the people. “ 
[George Washington, The Writings of George Washington, John C. Fitzpatrick, editor (Washington: U. S. Government 
Printing Office, 1939), Vol. XXIX, p. 410. In a letter to Marquis De Lafayette, February 7, 1788] 
 
“It is certainly true that a popular government cannot flourish without virtue in the people.” 
[Richard Henry Lee, The Letters of Richard Henry Lee, James Curtis Ballagh, editor (New York: The MacMillan Company, 
1914), Vol. II, p. 411. In a letter to Colonel Mortin Pickett on March 5, 1786] 
 
“Without morals a republic cannot subsist any length of time; they therefore who are decrying the Christian religion, whose 
morality is so sublime & pure, [and] which denounces against the wicked eternal misery, and [which] insured to the good 
eternal happiness, are undermining the solid foundation of morals, the best security for the duration of free governments.” 
[Bernard C. Steiner, The Life and Correspondence of James McHenry (Cleveland: The Burrows Brothers, 1907), p. 475. In 
a letter from Charles Carroll to James McHenry of November 4, 1800.] 
 
“Give up money, give up fame, give up science, give the earth itself and all it contains rather than do an immoral act. And 
never suppose that in any possible situation, or under any circumstances, it is best for your to do a dishonorable thing, however 
slightly so it may appear to you. Whenever you are to do a thing, though it can never be known but to yourself, ask yourself 
how you would act were all the world looking at you, and act accordingly. Encourage all you virtuous dispositions, and 
exercise them whenever an opportunity arises, being assured that they will gain strength by exercise, as a limb of the body 
does, and that exercise will make them habitual. From the practice of the purest virtue, you may be assured you will derive 
the most sublime comforts in every moment of life, and in the moment of death.” 
[Thomas Jefferson, The Writings of Thomas Jefferson, Albert Bergh, editor (Washington, D.C.: Thomas Jefferson Memorial 
Assoc., 1903), Vol. 5, pp. 82-83, in a letter to his nephew Peter Carr on August 19, 1785] 
 
"As religion towards God is a branch of universal righteousness (he is not an honest man that is not devout), so righteousness 
towards men is a branch of true religion, for he is not a godly man that is not honest, nor can he expect that his devotion 


